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Time to get creative!



A TO Z DINOSAUR MILK TABLE BOOK BY GARY COOPER 

I 

Paleontology is the study of life that existed over billions of years, a process that shaped the Earth. 

Paleontologists find fossils like dinosaur bones and figure out how old they are, where they live, and all 

kinds of other stuff. 

Paleontologists are working to understand the world and are doing an excellent job. They discover stuff 

all the time, but we would know nothing about dinosaurs if Paleontologists didn’t exist. 

Thanks to Paleontologists, I was able to give fun facts and pictures about dinosaurs. 

The father of Paleontology was Georges Cuvier. Leonardo da Vinci is credited as a pioneer in 

paleontology. 

Thanks to both of these men, we can enjoy all the dinosaurs. 

Geologists are scientists who study the history of the Earth by analyzing layers of rocks in the Earth’s 

crust. 

James Hutton is considered the father of geology.  

Geologists and Paleontologists are scientists who both study the planet Earth and its past. Both are 

interested in the origins of life. Geologists are particularly interested in rocks, formations, and the effects 

of human activity on the planet's ecosystems. Paleontologists study the ancient ways of life of animals 

and plants on Earth, as well as the cultures that may have existed there. 

Thanks to both, along with many other scientists, we know about Dinosaurs. 

GO SCIENCE! 

Geologists VS. Paleontologists 
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II 

• 300 million years ago earth looked like the picture above and 

was called Pangaea. 

• The earth was a super continent.  

• 200 million years ago Pangaea began to break apart during the 

Triassic period. 

• At the end of the Cretaceous period, seven continents formed 

which we now call earth. 

• Super continent is a landmass made up of most or all of earth’s 

land. 



 

III 

 

Spans from 252 to 66 million years ago. 

It was known as the age of reptiles (dinosaurs) and conifers (trees) 

Three periods were in the Mesozoic era (Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous 

Triassic Period (251 TO 199 million years ago) 
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• Triassic period was the first period of the Mesozoic era. The beginning! 

• Early Triassic a group of reptiles Ichthyosauri returned to the ocean after life 

disappeared by high carbon dioxide levels (poison). 

• Dinosaurs started to appear, and the first one was Plateosaurus (herbivore). First 

meet eater was Eoraptor and Herrerasaurus. Very cool! 

• The mid to late Triassic shows the first development of corals (hard stony surface 

forming reefs). Lots of pretty colors! 

• Pangaea was mostly desert with lots of insects. Spiders, scorpions, millipedes, and 

centipedes survived the Permian extinction. Yuk! 

• The Permian extinction was known as the great dying (p-tr or p-t). 

• The grasshopper was new to the insect world. First jumper! 

• There were more reptiles than dinosaurs such as lizards, turtles, rhynchocephalians 

(lizard like animals) and crocodilians. 

• In the above pictures of all the dinosaur’s certain letters of the alphabet are missing. 

Figure out which ones. Answer is  

 

B, F,G,I,J,Q,R,U,V,W,X,Y AND 

Z 

TANSYSTROPHEUS 

     Mesozoic Era 



 

V 

(201.3 TO 145 million years ago) 
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• The Jurassic period lasted fifty-two million years. Wow that’s a long time. 

• Jurassic period was the second segment of the Mesozoic era. 

• The ocean looked red from all the red plankton. 

• Coal formed under Australia and Antarctica. 

• Many marine animals are a mystery to scientist’s where they are from. 

• The supercontinent Pangaea began to drift apart. 

• Warm wet climate allowed a lot of plant life with many new dinosaurs.  

• A volcanic event triggered a massive ice age. 

• Tyrannosaurus-rex did not exist in the Jurassic period, but Spinosaurus and 

Allosaurus who were ferocious did. 

• Sea monsters and sharks appeared which I think is cool. 

• Spinosaurus was bigger than tyrannosaurus rex and I think he looked way cooler. 

• When your done looking at all the pictures try and figure out which letters of the 

alphabet are missing. Answer is 

F, G, H,I,J,N,Q,U,W,X,Y AND Z 

Jurassic Period 
 



 

V 

 

CretaceousPeriod 

 
 

 

(145 to 66 million years ago) 
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• Tyrannosaurus rex finally made his appearance and was the top land predator 

of his time in the north. 

• Spinosaurus ruled the south. the tall fin on his back looks like a sail on a 

sailboat. 

• Pangaea broke into seven continents and looked the way it does today. 

• Scientist’s don’t know if an asteroid or comet carved the Chicxulub crater and 

caused the extinction of dinosaurs. 

• Scientist’s do know that the asteroid and comet caused the extinction of more 

than half the planets species. 

• Cretaceous period was the final period of the Mesozoic era (time). 

• The cretaceous period lasted seventy-nine million years and was the longest 

period of it’s time. Hopefully, the period we are in will win. 

• Cenozoic period is what we are currently in. So far 65 million years. 

• When your done looking at all the pictures try and figure out which letters of the 

alphabet are missing. Answer is 

•  

F,J,Q,R,U,V,W,X,Y AND Z 



 

                                             

Yes, another blank page to scribble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

1 

Armored Tank I was 

A club for the tail to keep the peace 

Eat plants, eat all day 

 

➢ Ankylosaurus was named by Barnum Brown, who was a Paleontologist nicknamed “Mr. 

Bones.”  The nickname for Ankylosaurus was “fused lizard” because all its backbones 

were connected. 

➢ Its height was five to six feet (1.7 meters), and it was a little over four feet wide. 

➢ The largest skeleton found was twenty-and-a-half feet long (6.25 meters), but some 

paleontologists believed he or she could reach thirty feet. 

➢ Ankylosaurus lived in the Hell Creek Formation in Montana, the Lance Formation in 

Wyoming, and the Scollard Formation in Alberto, Canada. 

➢ “Fused reptile” lived through the Cretaceous period 66.5 -70 million years ago. 

➢ Body armor covered every part of Ankylosaurus except its underbelly. The plates were 

called scutes and were made of bone, with keratin on them, a protein found in human 

hair. Ankylosaurus was an overgrown crocodile, but not mean and compared to an 

armored tank. 

➢ Ate plants, which means Herbivore. 

➢ The club tail could break the bones of other dinosaurs, such as T-rex. 

➢ Weighed 11000 to 18,000 pounds, which is about half a school bus. 

➢ Had a club tail made from the same stuff as the armor, and scientists believe the club 

was for protection from meat-eaters. 

➢ Populated all continents except Africa. 

Ankylosaurus 
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Skull and parts were found 

Long body but tiny teeth 

I don't know what I ate 

 

➢ Brachylophosaurus lived 76.5 million years ago during the upper Cretaceous period. 

➢ Several skeletons were found in the Old Man Formation in Alberta, Canada, and the Judith River 

Formation in Montana. 

➢ It was an Herbivore with exceptionally long forelimbs and a very wide jaw, unlike other Hadrosaurs.  

➢ It was 30 feet (9 meters) long, with hundreds of tiny teeth, and would keep food to the side of its  

mouth like a squirrel. 

➢ It was one of the oddest duckbilled dinosaurs in the Late Cretaceous. 

➢ Scientists discovered tumors in skeletons in 2003 that were metastatic cancer, which is 

unbelievably bad. 

➢ 10,000 fossils were examined for cancer, but Brachylophosaurus and its close relatives tested 

positive for cancer, and scientists haven’t a clue why. 

➢ Discovered by Stern Berg and Charles Mortram. 

➢ The name means- “Short crest of a helmet.” Wow, what a long title, two letters more than the real 

name (19 letters). 

➢ In 1994, an amateur paleontologist, Nate Murphy, discovered a fully uncrushed skeleton. The 

skeleton found in Malta in Phillips County. Nate named him “Elvis.” 

➢ Murphy discovered a more impressive, mummified skeleton and named him “Leonardo.” Two more 

were found and named “Roberta” and “Peanut.” 

➢ Brachy was a duck-billed dinosaur. 

➢ Chewed with a sideways motion like a horse. 

➢ Brachylophosaurus' flat crest was one of a kind. 

➢ It seems to have engaged in a head-to-head pushing contest. 

Brachylophosaurus 
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A Brontosaurus 

I am more unknown than I am 

I deserve the fame 

 

➢ Massive Long Neck. 49 feet tall (15 meters), 75 feet long (23 meters) and weighed 154,323.40 

pounds (75 tonnes). A tonne = 2204.62 pounds. So, it was longer than a school bus (45 feet) and 

almost five times as heavy as the heaviest school bus. That’s a lot. 

➢ Lived 160-142 million years ago during the late Jurassic period.  Camarasaurus is the most 

commonly found skeleton. 

➢ The spine was rife (a lot) with hollow chambers like a bird to help them breathe and weigh less. 

Imagine how heavy Camarasaurus would have been without empty spaces. 

➢ From 1997 to 2004, three remains were excavated (dug up) in Northeastern Wyoming. The cool 

part was that scientists found “shallow pits” carved into their bones, similar to those caused by the 

21st-century dermestid beetle, which could pick bones clean.  

➢ His name meant “Chambered Lizard.”  Camarasaurus had a long, powerful neck and an 

exceptionally long tail. The tail would make a high slide. 

➢ Scientists believed Camarasaurus moms would hatch eggs inside their bodies, like nurse sharks, 

anacondas, and many other animals. The reason was that Charles Marsh found eggs next to the 

fossils in 1883. 

➢ Brontosaurus, which every kid knows, was given Camarasaurus’s head at first, but scientists finally 

figured it out and made the switch 

➢ Camarasaurus should have been the star, not Brontosaurus, since scientists know much more 

about this massive dinosaur. 

➢ Camarasaurus is amongst the most common and frequently (a lot) well preserved (maintained) 

sauropod dinosaurs. 

➢ Powerful but inflexible neck.  

➢ “Morosaurus Lentus” was the first name given to Camarasaurus.  

Camarasaurus 
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A lizard, you think? 

The movie portrayed a “spatter.” 

Not true, but looked cool. 

 

➢ Dilophosaurus lived 193 million years ago during the early Jurassic period. 

➢ It was discovered in Northern Arizona in 1940. 

➢ The most complete skeleton found by Samuel P. Welles in 1954. 

➢ The first fossil was found in Arizona. 

➢ Fossils have been found in several places around the world. I guess “Dilo” likes to travel 

➢ “Dilo” (my nickname) was 23 feet in length (7 meters) and weighed 880 pounds (400 kilograms). 

➢ It was one of the earliest predators (liked meat). 

➢ Its name means “Two Crested Lizard” and was named by John Wetherill, a Navajo Councilor. 

➢ The reason for the two crests is unknown, but it looked cool. 

➢ “Dilo” had four-fingered hands with one short finger. 

➢ In Jurassic Park, they made Dilophosaurus spit and have a frill, which isn't accurate, but I like what 

they did. 

➢ The name Jurassic Park was used instead of Cretaceous Park because it was easier to spell and 

sounded way cooler. 

➢ Dilophosaurus hung out with Megalosaurus. 

➢ The sounds made by “Dilo” were a combination of the sounds of howler monkeys, hawks, 

rattlesnakes, and swans. That’s impressive. Scientists can figure all this stuff out. 

➢ ‘Dilo’ was built to be lightweight, slender, and fast. It fed on smaller animals. 

➢ “Dilo” was not built to confront, kill, or eat larger prey. 

➢ Might have snacked on fish. 

Dilophosaurus 
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A lizard that could run 

No head found yet, so it's guesswork 

Might be different 

 

➢ Elaphrosaurus lived 154 to 150 million years ago during the Jurassic period. 

➢ It was 20 feet long (6.2 meters), 4 feet eight inches high at the hips (1.46 meters) and weighed 460 

pounds (210 kilograms). 

➢ It had an exceptionally long trunk with a shallow (small) chest. 

➢ Elaphrosaurus was thought to be a predator since it was found with Allosaurus and Kentrosaurus. 

➢ “Ela” was named by Werner Janensch in Tanzania, Africa. 

➢ Scientists think it was a rapid (quick) runner. 

➢ Had short arms like T. rex, no relation as far as scientists know. 

➢ “Ela’s” name means “Lightweight Lizard.” How can that be since it weighed 440 pounds?  

➢ Scientists believed it was a Ceratosaur and were right. 

➢ “Ela” reproduces by laying eggs. 

➢ It was initially thought to be the first ornithomimid. 

➢ Later studies showed that it was a ceratosaur  

➢ Scientists believe “Ela” had a more extensive range than previously thought, since it was 

remarkably similar to Elaphrosaurus Bambergi, which was found in the Morrison Formation. 

➢ Tendaguru Foundation in Tanzania is a long way from the Morrison Foundation in the United 

States. 8,800 miles away.  

➢ “Lightweight lizard” is a bipedal (walked on two legs). 

➢ Poor “Lightweight lizard” never appeared in Jurassic Park, but in Jurassic World, there is a 

silhouette (outline) of Elaphrosaurus. 

➢ The mystery of Elaphrosaurus lasted for decades. 

Elaphrosaurus 
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Lizard from Japan 

Looked grumpy with a crest on back 

Ate plants and loved them 

 

➢ The name means Fukui Lizard for Fukui, Japan, where it was discovered. 

➢ Fukui lived 121 to 99 million years ago during the early Cretaceous period. 

➢ Hardly anything is known about Fukui, since scientists have found only a skull so far. 

➢ Fukuisaurus was named by Kobayashi and Azuma in 2003. 

➢ Fukui was a Herbivore (plant-eater). 

➢ Scientists believed it was bipedal (walked on two legs). 

➢ It was a small species. 

➢ Skull was not kinetic (energy), which was rare. 

➢ Fukuisaurus was similar in build to Iguanodon. At least, that’s what scientists think. 

➢ Was hunted by Fukuiraptor, who I think looks like a Velociraptor. 

➢ Having a mobile skull meant that chewing food on the sides was impossible. This feature is highly 

unusual for this species. 

➢ Several remains have been found, but no adult specimens. 

➢ Scientists knew the specimens they found had 20 rows of teeth, which meant they were young 

dinosaurs. 

➢ What's unusual to me is that there are Falcarius Utahensis (feathered dinosaur), Fuikuirapator 

(meat-eater), and Fuikuisaurus, which were all found in Fukui, Japan. 

➢ The city of Katsuyama in Fukui Prefecture has seen more dinosaur fossils unearthed than 

anywhere else in Japan. 

➢ There are more dinosaurs found in Fukui, Japan, and a museum that gives kids and adults a 

memory they will soon not forget. 

Fukuisaurus 
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➢   


